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from these credences and usages myself can best testify.
At Eiad I have repeatedly heard the abhorrent phrases
with which, almost under breath, as men speaking of
something too horrible to mention, my friends charac-
terised the idolatrous reverence of the Persian 'Wakeel/
then resident in the town, for his expected 'Mahdee/ a
title reserved by the Kura'n exclusively to God alone.
And, for what regards the Imamat, I have twice, once
in the village of Eowdah on the frontier of Woshem,
once in the town of Jelajil, in the most orthodox pro-
vince of Sedeyr, been myself invested for the nonce
with the character and duties of Imam, and as such
have conducted the customary congregational worship.
Yet no townsman or villager, then gathered in the
mosque, was so deluded as to ascribe to me the very
least personal sanctity or spiritual superiority of any
kind. I was in their eyes a Muslim, of general
good character, not in debt, and of a more than average
acquaintance with the Kura'n and the stated forms of
prayer; and this was all that was required in my in-
stance, as it would have been in any other throughout
Nejd. As to the assassinations recorded in my Central
Arabian History, and the subsequent murder of blind
old Feysul, these were due not to Wahhabeeism, but to
private revenge or external causes. But in India, and
most notably on its North-Western frontier, the Shee'ah
superstitions of Imam and 'Mahdee/ with the secret
association and murderous practices of the Isma'eleeyeh,
or assassins, so long established in the neighbourhood
of these very provinces (A.D. 1000-1200 circiter), and
not improbably, as I have heard suggested on excellent
authority, still maintaining an underhand existence
there, have all combined together, and been toughly
welded into one formidable weapon of attack on the
common foe, the uncircumcised infidel of the. land,